
A Tale of Two Conventions: 

From about June 15 to June 19 of this year, your JW attended the national conventions 
of the Railroad Workers United (RWU) and a remarkable rising labor movement, called 
Labor Notes. 

RWU: Visiting the Web site https://www.railroadworkersunited.org , along with studying 
the Highball Newsletters we send along to our-e readers, would be time well spent. The 
RWU is trying to build a single powerful labor voice out of the dozen or more scattered 
Rail workers' unions around the USA and Canada, groups not as unified in voice and 
tactics as you might guess. 

And since, as we hold, the future and welfare of our country is closely tied to the health 
and vitality of our modern trains (freight as well as passenger), all this is very important 
and well becoming better acquainted with——and joining. Since JW doesn't work for a 
railroad, he is a "Solidarity Member" of the RWU. 

We suggest you follow his example by studying the above-mentioned materials and 
joining up. They are an independent tax-exempt non-profit, democratically organized. 

Labor Notes: People, you had to see this to believe it. The Labor Notes convention 
boasted around 4000 attendees, comprising a dazzling array of mostly young people of 
every color and gender preference you could imagine. This exuberant high-energy 
multitude is hell-bent on organizing, and fighting on behalf of, the millions of North 
American workers, not protected, or poorly protected, by a union. Remember, unions 
are an essential counterweight to Big Business. Checks and Balances, people.


https://www.labornotes.org  . 

The possible upcoming RR Strike 

By the time you read this piece, it might be obsolete. 

The Media should have covered this a lot sooner; not that they would have done a fully 
informative job. 

To keep up, go to https://railroadworkersunited.org . The RWU is a non- partisan non-
profit "caucus" across all the many and sometimes fractious Rail unions. 

Please put up with whatever inconvenience this action may cause you. They don't 
strike for nothing. 

https://www.labornotes.org


Forwarded by advocate Lora Lucero of Albuquerque: 

"CSX, the port and some industry representatives have argued passenger service is a 
threat to the economies of Alabama and Mississippi. But Amtrak and rail advocates 
say those concerns are overblown and point to Amtrak’s legal right to use the tracks.". 
https://www.nola.com/news/article_f356b37c-03ac-11ed- 
a91e-031993a3e0f0.html#uid=323dbdffdc3661b635b62987258bc0ee 

I hope people will write to the Surface Transportation Board (STB) and signal their 
support for Amtrak's application this month. 

Martin J. Oberman, Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street SW / Washington, DC. 20423 

The Bigger Question

Our recent articles and those in the Rail Users Network (RUN) and the RWU 
Newsletters (hope you all still have them), taken as a whole, point, in our opinion and 
that of a slowly increasing number of other advocates, to one underlying critical 
question: 

"Can Amtrak ever become the national passenger Rail carrier it should be as the 
neither Private nor Public entity it is now?  On private trackage?"

Another reminder:  That all those long-and-mid-distance tracks criss-crossing 
America are not a Rail equivalent of the Interstate Highway System; that is, publicly 
owned.  No Sir.  No Ma'am.  With the exception of the Boston / Washington DC 
corridor and a few short segments elsewhere, these tracks are in the hands of a few 
giant freight-rail corporations, who operate on them for the benefit of their own leaders 
and their shareholders and investors.  

These groups are not oriented towards a nimble, public-friendly, business-friendly 
national transportation service, efficiently hauling what the country makes and needs 
from one place to another, for a nice return on investment.  They're after as huge a 
return as quickly as possible, and damn the long-term consequences for the country, 
and even for solid Conservative businesses.  And they've never been crazy about 
passenger trains on THEIR tracks.  

The solution?   The tracks should be OUR tracks, not THEIR tracks.  They can still 
make money operating under basic public-good guidelines and paying their share of 
taxes to run around on the network.  Just like our cars, trucks, planes, and barges!
How American can you get?



JUST A REMINDER——that this Subsidy red herring just won't die. This piece 
appeared in December 2012: 




