
Rails Inc Newsletter, Winter 2023


Our Web Site 3.0—


—is now loose in the world. Roll through it, judge for yourself, and tell us what you 
think. It still needs a few tweaks, but there it is.  We especially call your attention to the 
"Modest Proposals" and "Hot Topics" headers.


https://www.nmrails.org


Making life easier for the Rail Runner and its maintenance people


This is the latest we have on efforts to establish a better Operation and Maintenance 
Facility (OMF) for the New Mexico Rail Runner Express (NMRX):  


You will hopefully recall our picures and articles highlighting the open-air carport-like 
structure housing the OMF, despite the presence of the abandoned Railyard locomotive 
repair shop a couple of hundred yards away (RUN Newsletter, Spring 2021;  Rails Inc 
Newsletter, Winter 2022 ).  You'll see that we have nowhere to go but up.


But some Big news might be in the pipeline (could this big carport become a thing of the 
past?). From the Rio Metro Regional Transit District (RTD):


"US Senator Martin Heinrich (D-NM) announced the inclusion of $12,835,000 in 
funding for nine local projects that include:

$3,001,000 for Rio Metro Regional Transit District to improve the existing Operations 
and Maintenance Facility for the Rail Runner fleet."


Send Money


Times are tough and inflation, although receding a little, is back. We're still frugal and 
solvent, but it's hitting us too.  Please do what you can.  Some of you already do.  Thank 
you so much!


https://nmrails.org/category/modest-proposals/
https://nmrails.org/category/hot-topics/
https://www.nmrails.org/


An Open Letter to Secretary Buttigeig

(Also published in the Rail Users Network Newsletter,  Winter 2023)


During Bush / Cheney's second term, my (now late) Other Half and I registered Democratic, being unable 
to find any principled openly-Conservative Republicans outside our own circles of friends and 
acquaintances.  I remain Independent at heart; but I still get about 200 boiler-plate, close to patronizing, 
e-mails from one Democrat or another, every day.


One example of this is the repeated message Secretary Buttigeig sends out about "High Speed 
Rail" (whatever he thinks that is):


Dear Secretary Buttigeig,


"Do you believe in High Speed Rail?  Yes or No?"


There are several problems with these simplistic "High Speed Rail" sleeve-tuggers:


What the hell is High Speed Rail (HSR)?   What does your question actually mean?  Since our 
suggestion to adopt the FRA's Track Speed classification chart (RUN Newsletter, Spring 2021, p. 
4;  Rails Inc Newsletter, also Spring 2021), the desire to ground these definitions hasn't spread 
like wildfire.  I refer you and your associates to both articles.  Mr. Secretary (and everybody 
else), the FRA did the groundwork for us.  Let's use it!  Define your terms!


What would HSR be a part of?   True HSR - let's call it Class 9, which would run up to 200 
mph.  Overseas, Class 9 would be a modest High Speed indeed.  Class 9 trains are envisioned to 
compete with shorter air routes, roughly 500 miles.  


Fine.  But our air networks (which go everywhere) are supported by pervasive multi-layered 
systems of  shorter cross-country Amtrak routes, local and regional rail transit, highways, and 
local streets with their buses, vans, and cars.  What would HSR (which would go very few 
places)  be supported by?


As passenger train advocates, we have all been treated to garbage arguments and brainless 
slogans like "Train to nowhere", "Trains don't pay for themselves", that kind of crap.  


The fact is, the kind of loosely-defined, ultra-high-cost, grossly compromised HSR "network" in 
the works now and during the foreseeable future can be defined as "to nowhere", absent the 
pervasive, well-scheduled coverage we boasted before the Great Highway Subsidy of the 1950's.  
In other words, how can we be fumbling around with Fragments of "HSR" when we're so far 
from a relatively cheap, reliable M(edium) SR,on tracks we already have or could restore for a 
few tens of millions and within a few years?


Gotta walk (again) before we can run. 

http://www.jgmes.com/webstart/library/table_fra_track.htm


The Following Two Items are, we believe, of critical importance to the return and 
advancement of a true national passenger Rail network in America: If you've followed 
our material for a long time, some of it will look familiar.  We consider it worth putting 
out there again. 


1.  Public ownership of the Tracks and / or the Trains:


Rails Inc has been hammering on this subject for about 13 years.  Our Rail Interstate 
(RI) can be described by some (us, for instance) as the other N-word: 
"Nationalization" (RUN Newsletter, Summer 2022).  See our Map # 4 (below) to learn 
what we think our RI should look like.


Railroad Workers United has been working on this for a similar length of time.  They 
have recently announced their embrace of, and support for, Railroad nationalization.


Article - "RWU Supports Public Ownership of the Railroads"

Article-  "RWU Resolution in Support of Public Ownership of the Railroads

Follow their Links to other articles on this subject.  They left out our long-time advocacy 
of this revolution, but we forgive them.  Go through our "Modest Proposals" for some of 
our own contributions. 

https://nmrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/3-Map-Graphic.jpg
https://www.railroadworkersunited.org/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/RWU-Supports-Public-Ownership-of-the-Railroads.html?aid=1iLTnTjJwyI&soid=1116509035139
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/505b96a8c4aa40a37a143c49/t/634727bb9a8a3523da77a389/1665607613004/RWU+Resolution+in+Support+of+Public+Ownership+of+the+Rail+Industry+-+FINAL+10-12-22.pdf


This is exciting, people.  There is the beginning of a groundswell of support for (as we 
have long believed) the only long-term solution to the disgrace of our national-level train 
crises, both passenger and freight, and the Trench Warfare stalemate aspect of the fight 
for improvements to this situation.


2)     Fighting the Subsidy Slander


To give you an idea of how hard to kill this zombie lie actually is, this article from the 
late Albuquerque Tribune was published in December 2012.  We wish we could declare it 
out of date........

https://nmrails.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/TribuneSubsidyOpEd.pdf

