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Another Albuquerque Vision Unbuilt: The Yard Bird


Readers will hopefully recall, or will look up, our recent illustrated 
Newsletter articles about the giant prefab carport structure serving as the 
maintenance facility for our Rail Runner regional commuter train (NMRX). 
The photo is looking South. The "carport" is at the lower center of this 
illustration. The abandoned brick building seen above the right side of the 
Carport (and snuggled up next to the big former locomotive repair sheds) is 
the old Rail Yard Blacksmith Shop, with (also) abandoned trackage 
connecting this building with onetime facilities downtown (North) of said 
Shop.






We have for at least 10 years advocated for a short starter Modern Streetcar 
line which would run the approx. 3/4 mile segment between the Alvarado 
Multimodal Center at First Street and Central to a station stop / food court / 
tavern / information center located in the old Blacksmith Shop. The Streetcar 
in question would be called the Yard Bird, a wordplay on both Rail Yard and 
Rail Runner (the latter features an attractive Road Runner paint scheme on 
the rolling stock). This vehicle would not be cute, nostalgic, Ding Ding Ding. 
It would be modern, sleek, and quiet. It would look like the Rail Runner.


The Yard Bird would, to us, be the first link in a future Streetcar loop route 
following existing Rail industrial spurs (also largely abandoned), serving 
many existing cultural and tourist attractions within the central core of 
Albuquerque. Former Mayor Martin Chavez called this route the "String of 
Pearls". The "String" is a still unrealized vision in urban Rail ditched in favor 
of the 'ART' Bus Rapid Transit service on Central Ave (old Route 66); an 
artery already served by plenty of ordinary buses.


To add insult to transit injury, the ART line was not built to accommodate 
future Urban Rail, a contingency long advocated by Rails Inc. In response to 
a letter, measurements, and pictures from us, a prominent transit activist said, 
"Do you mean to tell me that the BRT builders in Albuquerque have 
condemned your city to 35 years of bus-only transit?" (His remarks are 
lightly paraphrased.)


We have so far to go, even to catch up with the "Conservative" cities and 
regions of the Inland West. Check the Bus-Rail Comparison Chart at:

https://www.nmrails.org .


Job Wish List 


Apparently we should have a person (or maybe two) who's willing to monitor 
and deal with social media for us. None of us can or wants to make that much 
room in his / her / their life.


Just think; you'll make the same money the rest of us do! Guess how much!


https://www.nmrails.org


Rail Electrification 


This is another topic that Rails Inc has tried to make noise about for a bunch 
of years: Electrification of all our major national track infrastructure. We 
recommend overhead catenary lines, like back East, said structures to be 
powered by renewable generation. There's also a good case to be made for 
updated, somewhat safer, Third Rail technology, depending on the terrain and 
up front cost.


We say again that we don't think this revolution can be achieved by any entity 
smaller than The Government, meaning The People of The Entire Country. 
This means transferring the ownership of the track network from a few giant 
freight railroads ("Big Freight") to said entire country. Someday.


There is a guy named Brian Yanity, a train activist in Southern California, 
He's with RailPac, and on the RUN board, with your JW and others. The 
following link is to two fine articles he wrote; comprising an overall survey 
of the benefits of electrification, even over long distances. And taking on the 
little darlings of autonomous personal vehicles and hydrogen. We've 
spoken and written about this for years (and your JW is an electrician by 
trade). But these articles are keepers.


So keep them.


The Transportation Future of Los Angeles


California Needs Overhead Wire Rail Electrification


Our Latest Manifesto


Drafted by JW; edited by the Rails Inc board.


(Adapted from a letter to a whole lot of RUN members and other advocates, 
referring to a really long discussion of the latest Congressional and Amtrak 
anti-Rail outrages):


https://la.streetsblog.org/2023/08/31/the-transportation-future-of-los-angeles-needs-to-be-built-around-electric-rail-not-hydrogen-or-autonomous-vehicles
https://www.electricandhybridrail.com/content/opinion/railpac-california-needs-to-follow-the-rest-of-the-world-with-overhead-wire-rail-electrification


People:


I totally agree about repetitive discussions. More trench warfare. So here, yet 
again, is the wisdom of Rails Inc, which will likely not become repetitive. 


Too bad. 


As activists, we hold with politely and reasonably demanding "Yard! Yard! 
Yard!", and hope that other advocates will feel emboldened to move out from 
behind us and demand more "Inches!" or even a "foot".


Speaking only for myself (JW), I have not been totally without success in this 
during the last almost-60 years. Ahem. Blush.


Said Rails Inc wisdom: 


— Work for the conversion of our major Rail infrastructure to public 
ownership, like all our other national modes of transportation. The Railroad 
Workers United calls it Nationalization. We call it the "Rail Interstate". 


— Keep our mix of private and public moving parts. 


— Convert Amtrak to either a properly public or properly private entity. 


— Electrify the "Rail Interstate". Renewably. We prefer overhead catenary 
structure, but we are open-minded about this. 


— Set up basic passenger Rail (or occasionally scheduled bus) service on the 
short "missing link" segments still dotted around the country. Many of these 
still have tracks on them. La Junta - Pueblo CO comes to mind. There are 
others.


About 2010 AD our JW wrote an article for the former Rail magazine called, 
"High Speed Rail Network? How About Any Rail network?".


We still stand by this.

https://nmrails.org/2012/high-speed-rail-network-how-about-any-rail-network-2/

